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1 Introduction 

 This Consultation Statement sets out how the Copthorne Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group have engaged with the local community whilst preparing the Copthorne 
Neighbourhood Plan.  

 Throughout the preparation of this plan the Steering Group and Parish Council have sought 
to include all parts of the community including, but not limited to: 

• Residents 
• Local businesses 
• Schools 
• West Sussex County Council 
• Horsham District Council 
• Neighbouring Parish Councils 
• Environment Agency 
• Infrastructure Providers 
• Churches 
• Historic England 
• Landowners 

 We have also sought to engage with the community via a variety of means, more recently the 
options available to us have been restricted due to COVID-19 but we are confident that the 
plan presented is firmly based and resulting from the community engagement undertaken to 
date. 

 Section 2 of this document details the consultation and engagement activities undertaken 
prior to the Regulation 14 consultation undertaken in 2020. It documents what the Steering 
Group did, how it was done, what was learnt and was done with what we learnt at each 
stage.  

 Section 3 of this document fulfils the legal obligations of The Neighbourhood Planning 
(General) Regulations 2012 Regulation 15(1) which requires a Consultation Statement to 
accompany the submission of a plan. Regulation 12(2) of the above-mentioned regulations 
confirm that a ‘Consultation Statement’ is a document which: 

a) contains details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed 
neighbourhood development plan; 

b) explains how they were consulted; 
c) summarises the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; 
d) describes how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant, 

addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development plan. 

 A number of Appendices are attached to this document which evidence the engagement that 
has taken place. It should be noted that these appendices are meant to provide a fuller 
picture of the activities taken place and should not be considered the definitive collection of 
all relevant material. 



 

Page 3 of 142 

2 Consultation Activities up to Reg.14  

 The Copthorne Neighbourhood Plan has been in development since 2012 and since its 
inception there has been much engagement with the local community encompassing 
numerous events, consultation activities.  

 This section provides an overview of the consultation activities and engagement undertaken 
with the local community up to the Reg.14 Consultation help in 2020. 

Copthorne Magazine Survey & Early Engagement (March 2012) 
 In March 2012 a questionnaire (included at APPENDIX 1) was circulated to all households in 

the Copthorne ward via the village magazine to get initial indications of villagers’ view on 
matters effecting the future of the village and surrounding area. 

 During this consultation, on 22nd March 2012, a meeting of businesses, sports organisations 
and surrounding councils was held at the Jubilee Pavilion, Copthorne.  22 local groups 
attended and had group and whole meeting discussions on how they visualised the Plan 
area developing. Attendees were encouraged to indicate positive aspects of the village, 
negative aspects, and improvements they would like to see over the coming years. On 11th 
April 2012 a second meeting of different businesses, organisations and surrounding councils 
was held at the Jubilee Pavilion, Copthorne to ensure a wider group of organisations had an 
opportunity to influence the direction of the Neighbourhood Plan. A list confirming some of 
the stakeholders invited, and the letter sent, is included at APPENDIX 2. 

 The responses received to the magazine survey (summary at APPENDIX 3) and the 
feedback received from stakeholders were used in the formulation of the plans vision and 
objectives and the direction of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Establishment of the Steering Group (April 2012) 
 On 11th April 2012, the Parish Council established a Steering Group of local residents and 

Parish councillors to work on and prepare the Neighbourhood Plan. To attract people to join, 
the Parish Council sought volunteers through the Parish Council magazine and from contacts 
we thought might be interested. This attracted a range of people who came forward to take 
part. 

Copthorne Carnival Display & Questionnaire (June 2012) 
 A gazebo was set up at the Copthorne Carnival with some pictures of key places around the 

plan area alongside some words on the neighbourhood plan and what it was setting out to 
achieve. 

 The display used at the Copthorne Carnival is included at APPENDIX 4 and the associated 
questionnaire is at APPENDIX 5. 

 The exercise was very informative and helped the Steering Group further understand 
aspirations for the local area. 
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Early Engagement Feedback (August 2012) 
 During August 2012, Worth Parish Council published a guide to the Neighbourhood Plan. 

This took account of the views expressed by consultation groups and residents to the extent 
that these could be accommodated within the law and remit of Neighbourhood Plans at this 
time. They were used by those working on the neighbourhood plan to inform work moving 
forward. 

Call for Sites & Sites Consultation (from February 2013) 
 In February 2013 developers and householders were invited to submit sites which might be 

suitable for future development. This was to identify sites of all sizes which might be suitable 
for development over the lifetime of the Neighbourhood Plan.  

 Criteria were drawn up against which the sites were considered for suitability for 
development.  These criteria included whether they were in the existing built up area, 
whether they would impact on the countryside and their sustainability with reference to their 
location and the existing facilities available in the village.  

 It was agreed to hold a public exhibition and consultation on the sites that were submitted, 
and this was held at the Delmar Morgan Institute in Copthorne in April 2013.  A detailed map 
and plan of each proposed development was displayed and where the proposer chose, 
additional information was provided to support the sites.  The advert and consultation site 
map and response form used at this event can be found in APPENDIX 6. 75 people attended 
the exhibition and 57 responses were received. 

 Although the sites were then assessed for suitability, no decision was made as to whether 
proposed sites would be included in the Plan or whether the suitability of sites would be 
measured against the objectives laid out in the Plan. 

St. Modwens Plc Consultation (July 2013) 
 On 12th & 13th July 2013, St. Modwens Plc. held their own public consultations at the 

Delmar Morgan Institute on their plans for 500 plus houses at a site at Copthorne West.  

 Whilst this was not part of the neighbourhood plan process (it was part of their preparation 
for the submission of a formal planning application to Mid Sussex District Council), members 
of the steering group attended to see the presentation, observe and try and gauge resident’s 
views on the proposals. 

Hurst House landowners Consultation (November 2013) 
 On 4th November 2013, members of the steering group met with Hurst House landowners 

following a request from the landowners to have their sites included for housing and 
industrial development in the Neighbourhood Plan.   

 Members of the Steering Group agreed to assess the site in the same way as other sites 
submitted as a result of the ‘Call for sites’ process. 
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Consultation on Draft Plan (23 November 2013) 
 On 23rd November 2013, a public consultation on draft Neighbourhood Plan proposals at 

Delmar Morgan Institute.  Boards displaying the various sections of the Plan were on display 
setting out the objectives and proposed criteria. 

 70 residents attended and 30 questionnaires were completed.  Further questionnaires were 
completed subsequent to the open day. The responses received and analysis repot is 
included at APPENDIX 7.  

 The feedback received from this consultation was taken into account and the plan was 
updated in the following weeks.  

Steering Group Restructuring (28 November 2013) 
 On 28th November 2013, Worth Parish Council decided that the steering groups for the 2 

Neighbourhood Plans in Copthorne and Crawley Down should become formal sub 
committees reporting on to a Neighbourhood Plan Committee which would coordinate the 
work of the 2 plans. 

Housing Needs Survey (February 2014) 
 During February 2014 all residents within the built area of Copthorne received a 

questionnaire to be completed anonymously. This was undertaken to better understand the 
local housing stock and deficiencies in it. 562 useable responses were received and used to 
inform the plan moving forward. 

 A report detailing the consultation and analysis of the results is included at APPENDIX 8 for 
reference. 

 Alongside information previously gathered, the results used to inform the preparation of the 
draft plan.  

Preparation of SA / SEA & First Reg.14 Plan (2014 – 2017) 
 Over the following three years, the plan was developed by the Steering Group in consultation 

with the general public through a number of informal events such as the Copthorne Carnival 
and others as considered appropriate. Much work and time was invested in the Sustainability 
Appraisal / Strategic Environmental Assessment required at the time due to the scope of the 
plan. Alongside this, there was uncertainty in the planning system as Mid Sussex District 
Council progressed a new District Plan for the area. 

First Regulation 14 Consultation (6 March - 28 April 2017) 
 The draft Plan was circulated to statutory bodies for Regulation 14 consultation during the 

period 6th March to 28th April 2017. It was advertised in a range of places in accordance 
with the regulations – some of the relevant material is included in APPENDIX 9. 
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 A number of responses were received to this consultation including a lengthy response from 
Mid Sussex District Council which raised concerns with the document and the policies within 
it.  

 Following an initial review of the responses, a planning consultant was appointed to review 
the responses and assist with the necessary revisions. Unfortunately, after an initial review 
the consultant advised the Sub-Committee that the changes required were significant and 
additional evidence was required to support the proposed policies.  

 Accordingly, the Sub-Committee set about preparing the necessary evidence and updating 
the plan. 

Copthorne Village Survey (July/August 2019) 
 In a bid to update the local evidence being relied upon (being some 7 years after the original 

survey) a new village survey was prepared which covered a range of topics. 2079 surveys 
were delivered to every house in Copthorne. 

 Of the 2079 surveys distributed, 614 surveys were returned representing approximately 30% 
return rate. The survey requested details of each residence as follows:- 

• The number of rooms and availability of parking. 
• The number of people residing in each house. 
• The working arrangements for residents of working age. 
• Details of schools that children attended.  
• Details of doctor’s surgeries attended. 
• Additional requirements for additional dwellings in the coming years. 
• An indication of residents likely to be looking to upsize of downsize in the coming 

years. 
• Details of facilities used and suggestions for additional facilities that would be used if 

they were available. 

 The results received were analysed by the Sub-Committee. A report which sets out how the 
consultation was conducted, the resulting analysis and copies of the consultation 
documentation is included at APPENDIX 10.  

 The responses received were used to refine the policies and their requirements in the plan. 
This was very helpful as it ensured that requirements being set reflected the needs and 
aspirations of the local community. 

Policy Options Consultation (9 March - 16 April 2020) 
 Whilst the above Housing Survey was being prepared, the Steering Group were also 

preparing evidence to inform and support the neighbourhood plan. The findings from the 
survey and this updated evidence resulted in the Sub-Committee having several areas where 
they were not sure on the best way to address the matter in the plan.  

 Accordingly, a Policy Options Consultation was held to try and refine their thinking. This 
consultation consisted of a questionnaire being put out alongside the draft evidence base 
including the Copthorne Heritage and Character Assessment (May 2019), 2019 Copthorne 
Village Survey Results & Analysis (February 2020), Draft Local Heritage Assets (February 
2020) and Draft Local Green Space (February 2020). 
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 The consultation was advertised widely, and drop-in sessions were held in the Parish Hub on 
Monday 16th March between 10-12am or Thursday 2nd April between 6-8pm so that 
interested parties could discuss the plan and the policy options put forward. 

 A report regarding this consultation is included in APPENDIX 11 which provides further detail 
on the consultation, how it was conducted and analysis of the results. This report also 
highlights the recommendations that came out of the consultation which the Sub-Committee 
considered as they worded to finalise the new Regulation 14 plan. 
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3 Regulation 14 Consultation 

 This section will be completed after the Regulation 14 Consultation has been completed and 
will fulfil the legal obligations of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012. To do this, 
this section will contain: 

a) details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed 
Neighbourhood development plan; 

b) explains how they were consulted; 
c) summarises the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; 
d) describes how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant, 

addressed in the proposed Neighbourhood development plan. 
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APPENDIX 1 Copthorne Magazine Survey (2012) 
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APPENDIX 2 Initial list of stakeholders & letter to them 
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APPENDIX 3 Responses from the Copthorne Magazine Survey 2012 
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APPENDIX 4 Copthorne Carnival Display 
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APPENDIX 5 Copthorne Carnival Questionnaire  
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APPENDIX 6 Sites Consultation Documentation (April 2012) 
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APPENDIX 7 Results & Analysis of November 2013 Consultation 
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APPENDIX 8 Housing Needs Survey 2014 
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APPENDIX 9 First Regulation 14 Consultation Material 
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APPENDIX 10  Copthorne Village Survey Report 
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APPENDIX 11  Policy Options Consultation Report 
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